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BACKGROUND 
 

Synopsis: 
 

Senate staffer Daniel Jones is assigned the daunting task of leading an investigation into the CIAós Detention and 

Interrogation Program. After analyzing 6.3 million pages of documentary evidence, Jones and his team learn about the 

ðenhanced interrogation techniquesñ (techniques proven to be brutal, immoral, and ineffective) that the CIA adopted after 

9/11. When Jones and the Senate Intelligence Committee attempt to release the results from his investigation, however, 

the CIA and White House go to great lengths to prevent the truth from getting out.  
1

 

‘The Guardian’ Review Excerpt: 
 

ðWhat makes this so remarkable is that the film, an exhaustive retelling of the investigation into CIAós post-9/11 

ðenhanced interrogationñ practices, avoids forcing the facts into Hollywood formula, allowing us to simply bear witness as 

intelligent people discuss, argue and debate in government offices for two hours.ñ 

 

Words from our Members: 
 

ðòThe Reportó is a captivating movie. Nothing in it î from the government-sponsored cruelty experienced by captives 

depicted in the torture scenes to the government-sponsored intimidation experienced by a diligent government employee 

î was fun to watch. But every minute of it held my attention.ñ  

- Nancy Meyer, Lincoln Journal Star  
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ð[ðThe Reportñ] is not just a Hollywood conspiracy theory fantasy but a revelation of facts long known to the peace and 

justice community who have actively sought to bring transparency to the secret and dangerous activities of our 

governmentós network of spies and assassins.ñ 

- Adele Welty, Review of ðThe Reportñ  
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ðThe docudrama ðThe Reportñ reliably conveys the intrigue and complexities of how the truth was finally outed by Jones 

and the Senate Intelligence Committee.ñ 

- Valerie Luzcnikowska, The Torture Report: Reflections by Valerie Lucznikowska  
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1 ðThe Report.ñ Sundance Institute, Sundance Institute, www.sundance.org/projects/the-report. 

2 Meyer, Nancy. ðLocal View: Torture Fails in Real Life.ñ JournalStar.com, 26 Nov. 2019, 

https://journalstar.com/opinion/columnists/local-view-torture-fails-in-real-life/article_1fad0f83-4172-5822-9e7e-4aa7e8946be1.html?f

bclid=IwAR0_OKe2I-V2I10n. 

3 ðAdele Welty's Review of òThe Report.óñ 9/11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, 4 Dec. 2019, 

https://peacefultomorrows.org/adele-weltys-review-of-the-report/. 

4 ðThe Torture Report: Reflections by Valerie Lucznikowska.ñ 9/11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, 4 Dec. 2019, 

https://peacefultomorrows.org/the-torture-report-reflections-by-valerie-lucznikowska/. 
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DANIEL J. JONES  

portrayed byè Adam Driver 

 

Daniel J. Jones is president of the Penn Quarter Group, an investigative advisory based in Washington, D.C. He 

previously worked as a researcher and investigator for the U.S. Senate and the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI). As a staff member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, he led several prominent investigations, 

including the largest investigative review in U.S. Senate history, the Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture. 

The investigation, which was based on more than 6.3 million pages of classified documents, was described by the Los 

Angeles Times as the òmost extensive review of U.S. intelligence-gathering tactics in generationsèó Jones was the 

subject of a three-part series in The Guardian in September 2016. He is currently a Fellow at Harvardós Carr Center for 

Human Rights Policy. 

 

In addition, Jones runs a nonprofit initiative called the Democracy Integrity Project. He is also the president of the 

nonprofit Advance Democracy, òan independent, non-partisan organization that promotes accountability, transparency, 

and good governanceó.  
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5 Wikipedia contributors. "Daniel J. Jones." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 12 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_J._Jones
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3485845/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_Intelligence_Committee_report_on_CIA_torture
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN  

portrayed byè Annette Bening 

 

Dianne Feinstein has served on the Senate's Select Committee on Intelligence since before 9/11 and her time on the 

committee has coincided with the Senate Report on Pre-war Intelligence on Iraq and the debates on the 

torture/"enhanced interrogation" of terrorists and alleged terrorists. Speaking on the Senate floor on December 9, 2014, 

the day parts of the Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture were released to the public, Feinstein called the 

government's detention and interrogation program a "stain on our values and on our historyñ. Of the 6000+ page report 

about CIA methods, approx. 600 pages were declassified and came to be known as The Torture Report.  
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6 Wikipedia contributors. "Dianne Feinstein." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 25 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dianne_Feinstein
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000906/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t6
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DENIS McDONOUGH  

portrayed byè Jon Hamm 

 

After President Obama's election, Denis McDonough joined the administration as the National Security Council's head 

of Strategic Communication. He also served as National Security Council Chief of Staff. 

 

On October 20, 2010, President Barack Obama announced that McDonough would be replacing Thomas E. Donilon as 

Deputy National Security Advisor, who had been promoted to succeed General James L. Jones as National Security 

Advisor. McDonough was seen in photos of the White House Situation Room taken during the monitoring of the SEAL 

operation in Pakistan that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden in May 2011. 

 

On January 20, 2013, at the beginning of his second term in office, Obama appointed McDonough as his Chief of Staff. 

In February 2013, McDonough urged lawmakers to quickly confirm Chuck Hagel and John O. Brennan to their posts in 

Obama's national security team, expressing "grave concern" about the delays. 

 

As Chief of Staff, Mc Donough, a former Congressional staffer, made greater outreach to Republican Senators a major 

priority, with one Republican referring to his tenure as Chief of Staff as òa breath of fresh airó.  
7

 

 

  

7 Wikipedia contributors. "Denis McDonough." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 9 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denis_McDonough
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0358316/
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JOHN OWEN BRENNAN  

portrayed byè Ted Levine 

 

John Owen Brennan is an American intelligence official who served as the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) from March 2013 to January 2017. He served as chief counterterrorism advisor to U.S. President Barack Obama, 

with the title Deputy National Security Advisor for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, and Assistant to the 

President. Previously, he advised Obama on foreign policy and intelligence issues during the 2008 election campaign 

and presidential transition. Brennan withdrew his name from consideration for Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) during the first Obama administration over concerns about his support, after defending on TV the transfer of terror 

suspects to countries where they might be tortured while serving under President George W. Bush. Instead, Brennan 

was appointed Deputy National Security Advisor, a position which did not require Senate confirmation. 

Brennan's 25 years with the CIA included work as a Near East and South Asia analyst, as station chief in Saudi Arabia, 

and as director of the National Counterterrorism Center. After leaving government service in 2005, Brennan became 

CEO of The Analysis Corporation, a security consulting business, and served as chairman of the Intelligence and 

National Security Alliance, an association of intelligence professionals 

Brennan returned to serve in the White House as Assistant to the President for Homeland Security between 2009 and 

2013. Obama nominated Brennan as his next director of the CIA on January 7, 2013. The ACLU called for the Senate 

not to proceed with the appointment until they confirmed that "all of his conduct at the CIA and White House was within 

the law." Brennan was approved by the Senate Intelligence Committee on March 5, 2013, to succeed David Petraeus as 

the Director of the CIA by a vote of 12 to 3.  
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8 Wikipedia contributors. "John O. Brennan." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 9 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_O._Brennan
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0505971/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t7
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JAMES ELMER MITCHELL  

portrayed byè Douglas Hodge 

 

ðJames Elmer Mitchell is a psychologist and former member of the United States Air Force. After his retirement from 

the military, from 2002 to 2009, his company Mitchell, Jessen and Associates received $81 million on contract from the 

CIA to carry out debriefings of detainees and to develop and conduct enhanced interrogation techniques.ñ  Mitchell and 
9

Jessen are widely considered to be the architects of the CIAós torture program. 

 

 

 

MARTIN HEINRICH  

portrayed byè Noah Bean 

 

ðMartin Heinrich was a member of the House Armed Services Committee. During his time in Congress, Heinrich has 

maintained strong opposition to the war in Iraq, and supported a swift end of combat operations in Afghanistan. 

In 2011, he voted against the National Defense Authorization Act conference report because he objected to language 

requiring that suspected foreign terrorists be taken into custody by the military instead of civilian law enforcement 

authorities.ñ é
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9 Wikipedia contributors. "James Elmer Mitchell." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 8 Jun. 

2019. Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

10 Wikipedia contributors. "Martin Heinrich." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 17 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 


