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BACKGROUND 
 

Synopsis: 
 

Senate staffer Daniel Jones is assigned the daunting task of leading an investigation into the CIA’s Detention and 

Interrogation Program. After analyzing 6.3 million pages of documentary evidence, Jones and his team learn about the 

“enhanced interrogation techniques” (techniques proven to be brutal, immoral, and ineffective) that the CIA adopted after 

9/11. When Jones and the Senate Intelligence Committee attempt to release the results from his investigation, however, 

the CIA and White House go to great lengths to prevent the truth from getting out.  
1

 

‘The Guardian’ Review Excerpt: 
 

“What makes this so remarkable is that the film, an exhaustive retelling of the investigation into CIA’s post-9/11 

“enhanced interrogation” practices, avoids forcing the facts into Hollywood formula, allowing us to simply bear witness as 

intelligent people discuss, argue and debate in government offices for two hours.” 

 

Words from our Members: 
 

“‘The Report’ is a captivating movie. Nothing in it – from the government-sponsored cruelty experienced by captives 

depicted in the torture scenes to the government-sponsored intimidation experienced by a diligent government employee 

– was fun to watch. But every minute of it held my attention.”  

- Nancy Meyer, Lincoln Journal Star  
2

 

“[“The Report”] is not just a Hollywood conspiracy theory fantasy but a revelation of facts long known to the peace and 

justice community who have actively sought to bring transparency to the secret and dangerous activities of our 

government’s network of spies and assassins.” 

- Adele Welty, Review of “The Report”  
3

 

“The docudrama “The Report” reliably conveys the intrigue and complexities of how the truth was finally outed by Jones 

and the Senate Intelligence Committee.” 

- Valerie Luzcnikowska, The Torture Report: Reflections by Valerie Lucznikowska  
4

 

  

1 “The Report.” Sundance Institute, Sundance Institute, www.sundance.org/projects/the-report. 

2 Meyer, Nancy. “Local View: Torture Fails in Real Life.” JournalStar.com, 26 Nov. 2019, 

https://journalstar.com/opinion/columnists/local-view-torture-fails-in-real-life/article_1fad0f83-4172-5822-9e7e-4aa7e8946be1.html?f

bclid=IwAR0_OKe2I-V2I10n. 

3 “Adele Welty's Review of ‘The Report.’” 9/11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, 4 Dec. 2019, 

https://peacefultomorrows.org/adele-weltys-review-of-the-report/. 

4 “The Torture Report: Reflections by Valerie Lucznikowska.” 9/11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, 4 Dec. 2019, 

https://peacefultomorrows.org/the-torture-report-reflections-by-valerie-lucznikowska/. 
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DANIEL J. JONES  

portrayed by… Adam Driver 

 

Daniel J. Jones is president of the Penn Quarter Group, an investigative advisory based in Washington, D.C. He 

previously worked as a researcher and investigator for the U.S. Senate and the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI). As a staff member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, he led several prominent investigations, 

including the largest investigative review in U.S. Senate history, the Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture. 
The investigation, which was based on more than 6.3 million pages of classified documents, was described by the Los 

Angeles Times as the ‘most extensive review of U.S. intelligence-gathering tactics in generations…’ Jones was the 

subject of a three-part series in The Guardian in September 2016. He is currently a Fellow at Harvard’s Carr Center for 

Human Rights Policy. 

 

In addition, Jones runs a nonprofit initiative called the Democracy Integrity Project. He is also the president of the 

nonprofit Advance Democracy, ‘an independent, non-partisan organization that promotes accountability, transparency, 

and good governance’.  
5

 

 

  

5 Wikipedia contributors. "Daniel J. Jones." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 12 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_J._Jones
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3485845/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_Intelligence_Committee_report_on_CIA_torture
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN  

portrayed by… Annette Bening 

 

Dianne Feinstein has served on the Senate's Select Committee on Intelligence since before 9/11 and her time on the 

committee has coincided with the Senate Report on Pre-war Intelligence on Iraq and the debates on the 

torture/"enhanced interrogation" of terrorists and alleged terrorists. Speaking on the Senate floor on December 9, 2014, 

the day parts of the Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture were released to the public, Feinstein called the 

government's detention and interrogation program a "stain on our values and on our history”. Of the 6000+ page report 

about CIA methods, approx. 600 pages were declassified and came to be known as The Torture Report.  
6

 

 

 

  

6 Wikipedia contributors. "Dianne Feinstein." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 25 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dianne_Feinstein
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000906/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t6
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DENIS McDONOUGH  

portrayed by… Jon Hamm 

 

After President Obama's election, Denis McDonough joined the administration as the National Security Council's head 

of Strategic Communication. He also served as National Security Council Chief of Staff. 

 

On October 20, 2010, President Barack Obama announced that McDonough would be replacing Thomas E. Donilon as 

Deputy National Security Advisor, who had been promoted to succeed General James L. Jones as National Security 

Advisor. McDonough was seen in photos of the White House Situation Room taken during the monitoring of the SEAL 

operation in Pakistan that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden in May 2011. 

 

On January 20, 2013, at the beginning of his second term in office, Obama appointed McDonough as his Chief of Staff. 

In February 2013, McDonough urged lawmakers to quickly confirm Chuck Hagel and John O. Brennan to their posts in 

Obama's national security team, expressing "grave concern" about the delays. 

 

As Chief of Staff, Mc Donough, a former Congressional staffer, made greater outreach to Republican Senators a major 

priority, with one Republican referring to his tenure as Chief of Staff as ‘a breath of fresh air’.  
7

 

 

  

7 Wikipedia contributors. "Denis McDonough." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 9 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denis_McDonough
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0358316/
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JOHN OWEN BRENNAN  

portrayed by… Ted Levine 

 

John Owen Brennan is an American intelligence official who served as the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) from March 2013 to January 2017. He served as chief counterterrorism advisor to U.S. President Barack Obama, 

with the title Deputy National Security Advisor for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, and Assistant to the 

President. Previously, he advised Obama on foreign policy and intelligence issues during the 2008 election campaign 

and presidential transition. Brennan withdrew his name from consideration for Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) during the first Obama administration over concerns about his support, after defending on TV the transfer of terror 

suspects to countries where they might be tortured while serving under President George W. Bush. Instead, Brennan 

was appointed Deputy National Security Advisor, a position which did not require Senate confirmation. 

Brennan's 25 years with the CIA included work as a Near East and South Asia analyst, as station chief in Saudi Arabia, 

and as director of the National Counterterrorism Center. After leaving government service in 2005, Brennan became 

CEO of The Analysis Corporation, a security consulting business, and served as chairman of the Intelligence and 

National Security Alliance, an association of intelligence professionals 

Brennan returned to serve in the White House as Assistant to the President for Homeland Security between 2009 and 

2013. Obama nominated Brennan as his next director of the CIA on January 7, 2013. The ACLU called for the Senate 

not to proceed with the appointment until they confirmed that "all of his conduct at the CIA and White House was within 

the law." Brennan was approved by the Senate Intelligence Committee on March 5, 2013, to succeed David Petraeus as 

the Director of the CIA by a vote of 12 to 3.  
8

 

  

8 Wikipedia contributors. "John O. Brennan." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 9 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_O._Brennan
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0505971/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t7
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JAMES ELMER MITCHELL  

portrayed by… Douglas Hodge 

 

“James Elmer Mitchell is a psychologist and former member of the United States Air Force. After his retirement from 

the military, from 2002 to 2009, his company Mitchell, Jessen and Associates received $81 million on contract from the 

CIA to carry out debriefings of detainees and to develop and conduct enhanced interrogation techniques.”  Mitchell and 
9

Jessen are widely considered to be the architects of the CIA’s torture program. 

 

 

 

MARTIN HEINRICH  

portrayed by… Noah Bean 

 

“Martin Heinrich was a member of the House Armed Services Committee. During his time in Congress, Heinrich has 

maintained strong opposition to the war in Iraq, and supported a swift end of combat operations in Afghanistan. 

In 2011, he voted against the National Defense Authorization Act conference report because he objected to language 

requiring that suspected foreign terrorists be taken into custody by the military instead of civilian law enforcement 

authorities.”  
10

   

9 Wikipedia contributors. "James Elmer Mitchell." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 8 Jun. 

2019. Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

10 Wikipedia contributors. "Martin Heinrich." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 17 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Elmer_Mitchell
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0388061/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Heinrich
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0063800/
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GEORGE TENET  

portrayed by… Dominic Fumusa 

 

George Tenet was the second longest-serving director of the CIA, serving both Democratic and Republican 

administrations from 1997 -2004. Under his watch terrorists linked to a then-unfamiliar network ‘al-Qaeda’ blew up two 

U.S. embassies in East Africa in 1998, and bombed the USS Cole in the port of Aden in 2000, killing 17 sailors. The CIA 

was also part of the larger intelligence community’s failure to prevent the September 11 th attacks on the United States. 

A 2005 Inspector General’s report confirmed that Tenet “bears ultimate responsibility for the fact that no such strategic 

plan [against AQ or Osama Bin Laden] was ever created, despite his direction that this should be done.”  
11

 

Tenet’s reputation was again damaged when over time it became clear that the weapons of mass destruction said to be 

in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, and used to justify the US-led 2003 invasion, were non-existent. Later, questions arose 

regarding the CIA’s secret rendition program started under Tenet’s tenure. Reports of clandestine black sites in third 

party countries began surfacing in late 2005. Only later were reports of the abuse of detainees, including torture, made 

public. In an appearance in April 2007 on the CBS program 60 Minutes, Tenet fairly lunged at reporter Scott Pelley when 

the question was raised. “I want you to listen to me,” he barked. “We never torture people.” He repeated it five more 

times. He also flatly stated that no one died in the CIA controlled black-sites. This statement is not true. Gul Rahman 

froze to death, shackled and nearly naked, in a military prison in Afghanistan while in CIA custody. Bruce Jessen, a CIA 

contract psychologist, was present participated in Rahman’s interrogation. 

 

 

   

11 2005 Office of Inspector General Report on Central Intelligence Agency Accountability Regarding Findings and 
Conclusions of The Report of the Joint Inquiry into Intelligence Community Activities Before and After the Terrorist 
Attacks Of September 11, 2001. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Tenet
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1047883/
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SHELDON WHITEHOUSE  

portrayed by… John Rothman 

 

A Piece Written by Sheldon Whitehouse 

“The prosecutor is often first presented with a case as a "corpus delicti" - a bullet-riddled body in the street, for instance. 

That ordinarily is enough to justify investigation. Through investigation, the evidence may prove that there was not in fact 

a crime (it was a suicide or an accident) or that the fatal acts were privileged or enjoy a legal defense (self-defense or 

justifiable shooting by an officer of the law). But one begins by investigation. 

The judicial branch (which, under Marbury v. Madison, has the ultimate duty to determine "what the law is") has 

determined that waterboarding is torture (see U.S. v. Lee, decided in 1984 by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th 

Circuit). The Bush administration has admitted to waterboarding captives. The corpus delicti of that crime exists. For 

there to be investigation now is unexceptional. 

The only exceptional thing is the parties involved: the former vice president of the United States, his counsel David 

Addington, Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) lawyer John Yoo and their private contractors Bruce Jessen and Jim Mitchell, 

psychologists who designed the torture program. But in America, high office does not put one outside the law. Indeed, it 

borders on unethical for a prosecutor to refuse to investigate the corpus delicti of a crime because of concern as to 

where the evidence may lead. 

With the corpus delicti present, a prosecutor looks to see whether theories of criminal liability can be eliminated by 

evidence the investigation reveals (a suicide note in the pocket, a police officer's convincing description of a "clean 

shoot"). But as long as a viable theory of criminal liability remains, the investigation continues. 

Hence the question: Looking only at the evidence that has become public so far, is there a viable theory of criminal 

liability arising out of this corpus delicti, the torture of America's captives? 

There is substantial evidence of legal malpractice by lawyer Yoo. His opinions were even withdrawn under the Bush 

administration, and they are the subject of an unprecedented internal investigation by the Department of Justice. For one 

thing, the precise case on point was overlooked. The analysis is bad enough that it could be a sham. Investigation would 

reveal whether this was the result of incompetence, ideology or instruction. 

There is substantial evidence of a back channel between Addington and Yoo. It is not yet clear what information or 

instructions passed along that back channel. It does appear to have sidelined regular chains of reporting, including the 

attorney general. Investigation would determine whether this was communication or conspiracy. 

There is substantial public evidence of exceptional access provided to the private contractors. They were allowed to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheldon_Whitehouse
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0745232/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t20
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repeatedly interrupt and ultimately compromise one of the most productive interrogations in our fight against terrorism. 

As contractors, they were outside the military and government chains of command and reporting and thus were 

potentially a means of direct secret access between the White House and the torture chamber. Investigation would 

reveal whether this was abused. 

There is substantial evidence that the waterboarding went outside what was approved by the OLC opinions. The 

opinions themselves disclosed this fact. A Senate Armed Services Committee investigation disclosed evidence of 

abusive interrogation techniques being used to establish a link between al-Queda and Saddam Hussein in the run-up to 

the 2004 presidential election. That purpose is not one for which abusive techniques were allowed. A recent Washington 

Post article reported that, after 83 waterboardings over four or five days, a detainee ‘was broken’ and the team 

unanimously concluded that ‘he was cooperating,’ yet headquarters insisted that waterboarding continue for 30 more 

days. If true, this would appear to violate the OLC legal requirement ‘that a terrorist attack is imminent’ and ‘the subject 

has actionable intelligence that can prevent, disrupt, or delay this attack,’ before waterboarding can take place. 

Investigation would determine whether these apparent violations of OLC's restrictions were in fact culpable. 

None of this evidence creates a complete case, yet. But it suggests theories of criminal liability that are not foreclosed by 

the evidence so far. Put these elements together: actual torture under our existing laws, the possibility of actual 

knowledge that the OLC opinions were phony, conduct outside the restrictions even of those opinions and a possible 

improper motive outside of legitimate national security concerns. That's a theory of criminal liability, and it has not yet 

been eliminated by the evidence. From a prosecutor's perspective, the stonewalling we have seen - aggressive 

assertions of executive privilege, refusals to cooperate with inspectors general, cover stories that don't withstand scrutiny 

- raises suspicions further. 

When the evidence is all in, it may prove that all the conduct surrounding America's descent into torture was proper, 

protected by good-faith legal defenses. But it's too early to responsibly reach that conclusion. Investigation is what allows 

such a conclusion to be reached.”  
12

 

   

12 “Official Torture.” U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island, 31 Aug. 2009, 
www.whitehouse.senate.gov/news/op-eds/official-torture. 
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JOHN A. RIZZO  

portrayed by… Joseph Siravo 

 

John A. Rizzo was a lawyer in the Central Intelligence Agency for 34 years. He was the Deputy Counsel or Acting 

General Counsel of the CIA for the first nine years of the War on Terror, during which the CIA held dozens of detainees 

in black site prisons around the globe. 

During the George W. Bush administration, the Office of Legal Counsel in the Department of Justice approved various 

forms of torture (referred to as ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’) in memos to Rizzo for use by CIA interrogators at 

the black sites. In 2005, Rizzo personally approved the destruction of videotapes of detainee interrogations, despite a 

congressional prohibition on doing so. Rizzo signed off on all CIA-directed drone strikes from September 2001 until 

October 2009.    
13

13 Wikipedia contributors. "John A. Rizzo." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 13 Jan. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Rizzo
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0802759/
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JAY ROCKEFELLER  

portrayed by… Victor Slezak 

 

“Although publicly deploring torture, Senator Rockefeller was one of two Congressional Democrats briefed on 

waterboarding and other secret CIA practices in the early years of the Bush Administration, as well as the existence of 

taped evidence of such interrogations (later destroyed). In December 2007, Rockefeller opposed a special counsel or 

commission inquiry into the destruction of the tapes, stating ‘it is the job of the intelligence committees to do that.’ 

On September 28, 2006, Rockefeller voted with a largely Republican majority to suspend habeas corpus provisions for 

anyone deemed by the Executive Branch an "unlawful combatant," barring them from challenging their detentions in 

court. Rockefeller's vote gave a retroactive, nine-year immunity to U.S. officials who authorized, ordered, or committed 

acts of torture and abuse, permitting the use of statements obtained through torture to be used in military tribunals so 

long as the abuse took place by December 30, 2005. Rockefeller's vote authorized the President to establish permissible 

interrogation techniques and to ‘interpret the meaning and application’ of international Geneva Convention standards, so 

long as the coercion fell short of ‘serious’ bodily or psychological injury. The bill became law on October 17, 2006.”  
14

 

  

14 Wikipedia contributors. "Jay Rockefeller." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 17 May. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jay_Rockefeller
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0805789/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t25
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SAXBY CHAMBLISS  

portrayed by… Guy Boyd 

 

“Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) reacts to the release of a Senate report on CIA interrogation techniques, saying it 

could hurt U.S. diplomatic relations and be used to incite violence against U.S. troops overseas.”  
15

 

JOHN BRUCE JESSEN  

portrayed by… T. Ryder Smith 

 

John Bruce Jessen is a psychologist who, with James Elmer Mitchell, created a program of so-called ‘enhanced 

interrogation techniques’ that were used in the interrogation of CIA detainees, as outlined in the United States Senate 

Select Committee on Intelligence's report on CIA torture. In that report, he was mentioned under the pseudonym 

‘Hammond Dunbar.’ His company, Mitchell Jessen and Associates, earned the US $81 million for its work.  
16

 

  

15 “Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) on CIA Interrogation Report.” C-SPAN, 9 Dec. 2014, 

www.c-span.org/video/?c4518318/senator-saxby-chambliss-cia-interrogation-report. 

16  Wikipedia contributors. "Bruce Jessen." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 16 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxby_Chambliss
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0101777/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Jessen
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0810086/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t28
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KHALID SHEIKH MOHAMMED  
portrayed by… Ratnesh Dubey 

 

Khaled Sheikh Muhammad - Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (sometimes also spelled Khalid Shaikh Mohammed; among at 

least fifty pseudonyms) is an Islamist militant held by the United States at the Guantanamo Bay detention camp under 

terrorism-related charges. He was named as ‘the principal architect of the 9/11 attacks’ in the 9/11 Commission Report. 

Sheikh Mohammed was a member of Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda organization, leading al-Qaeda's propaganda 

operations from around 1999 until late 2001. He confessed to FBI and CIA agents to a role in many of the most 

significant terrorist plots over the last twenty years, but his interrogators' use of torture has caused many to question 

certain aspects of his confessions. 

Mohammed was captured on March 1, 2003, in the Pakistani city of Rawalpindi by a combined operation of the US 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). Immediately after his capture, 

Mohammad was extraordinarily rendered to secret CIA prison sites in Afghanistan, then Poland, where he was 

interrogated by U.S. operatives. By September 2006, he had been transferred to military custody at Guantanamo Bay 

detention camp. In March 2007, after significant interrogations, Mohammed confessed to masterminding the September 

11 attacks, the Richard Reid shoe bombing attempt to blow up an airliner, the Bali nightclub bombing in Indonesia, the 

1993 World Trade Center bombing, the murder of Daniel Pearl, and various foiled attacks, as well as numerous other 

crimes. He was ultimately charged in May 2012 with war crimes, murder, and after charges by a U.S. military 

commission at Guantanamo Bay detention camp which could carry the death penalty if convicted.  
17

 

17 Wikipedia contributors. "Khalid Sheikh Mohammed." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 25 

May. 2019. Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khalid_Sheikh_Mohammed
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5447178/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t31
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ABU ZUBAYDAH  

portrayed by… Zuhdi Boueri 

 

“George W. Bush’s administration believed that Abu Zubaydah, a bearded Saudi who wears a patch on his left eye, 

was the operations head of Al Qaeda. Mr. Bush singled him out in a 2006 speech, calling him a ‘senior terrorist leader,’ 

and claiming that ‘the security of our nation and the lives of our citizens depend on our ability to learn what these 

terrorists know.’ Abu Zubaydah and men like him, government officials argued, fully justified the facility at Guantánamo 

as well as a secret web of prisons run by the C.I.A. They also justified the ‘enhanced interrogation techniques,’ otherwise 

known as torture, then eagerly embraced by some American intelligence officials.  

Years later, it became clear that Abu Zubaydah wasn’t a top figure in Al Qaeda after all. It also became clear that he had 

willingly provided insights into terrorist groups when he was interrogated by F.B.I. agents, who treated him cordially. By 

the time he was turned over to the C.I.A., his knowledge about threats to the United States appears to have been largely 

exhausted. Yet agency personnel insisted on the need for torture, waterboarding him at least 83 times and subjecting 

him to other cruelty.”  
18

 

 

   

18 The Editorial Board. “A Stark Reminder of Guantánamo's Sins.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 25 Aug. 2016. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Zubaydah
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm9163048/?ref_=nmvi_tt


PAGE 16 

JOHN YOO  

portrayed by… Pan Bandhu 

 

“A set of legal memoranda known as the "Torture Memos" were drafted by John Yoo as Deputy Assistant Attorney 

General of the United States and signed in August 2002 by Assistant Attorney General Jay S. Bybee, head of the Office 

of Legal Counsel of the United States Department of Justice. They advised the Central Intelligence Agency, the United 

States Department of Defense, and the President on the use of enhanced interrogation techniques: mental and physical 

torment and coercion such as prolonged sleep deprivation, binding in stress positions, and waterboarding, and stated 

that such acts, widely regarded as torture, might be legally permissible under an expansive interpretation of presidential 

authority during the "War on Terror".  
19

 

  

19 Wikipedia contributors. "Torture Memos." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 18 Apr. 2019. 

Web. 17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Yoo
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1567085/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t40
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ALI SOUFAN  

portrayed by… Fajer Al-Kaisi 

 

On May 14, 2009, Ali Soufan testified in front of the Senate Judiciary Committee for its hearing on torture. The hearing 

followed Obama's declassification of what is known as the ‘torture memos.’ 

Most notably, Soufan testified that his interrogation of Abu Zubaydah resulted in actionable intelligence, such as the 

identity of convicted terrorist José Padilla; and that thereafter, when waterboarding was performed on Abu Zubaydah, 

the flow of intelligence stopped. Soufan's statement contradicts the ‘torture memos,’ legal opinions intending to make a 

legal case in favor of—and justification for—the use of waterboarding and other so-called ‘enhanced interrogation 

techniques’ (EITs). 

According to one of President George W. Bush's speechwriters Marc Thiessen, writing in the National Review in October 

2009, both Soufan's testimony and his April 2009 New York Times op-ed are contradicted by CIA documents that state 

that Abu Zubaydah revealed the actionable intelligence only during the CIA's interrogation, which included rougher 

treatment than the FBI had used. However, in turn, Thiessen's argument is contradicted by the 2008 Department of 

Justice's Inspector General Report, which quotes FBI sources stating that ‘Zubaydah was responding to the FBI's 

rapport-based approach before the CIA assumed control over the interrogation, but became uncooperative after being 

subjected to the CIA's techniques.’ 

Soufan's argument was also supported by the CIA Inspector General's 2004 Report into the program. After investigating 

claims about the effectiveness of enhanced interrogation techniques, the report stated that while the regular interrogation 

approach achieved many successes ‘measuring the effectiveness of the EITs, however, is a more subjective process 

and not without some concern.’ 

The Department of Justice's Office of Professional Responsibility report, published July 29, 2009, states that ‘the CIA 

Effectiveness Memo provided inaccurate information about Abu Zubaydah's interrogation.’ The CIA memo stated that 

"Zubaydah's reporting led to the arrest of Padilla on his arrival in Chicago in May 2003." However, the OPR report states, 

"In fact Padilla was arrested in May 2002, not 2003," and so "the information 'leading to the arrest of Padilla' could not 

have been obtained through the authorized use of EITs.”   
20

20 Wikipedia contributors. "Ali Soufan." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 20 May. 2019. Web. 

17 Jun. 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_Soufan
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2462674/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t46
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

Compiled by members of September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows: 

 

● Should terror suspects receive different treatment than others accused? Why? What are the 

ramifications of differential treatment? Should these be different standards of justice? 

 

● Do you believe torture is effective? Why, or why not? 

 

● While being tortured and exposed to frigid temperatures, a prisoner died of exposure.  It was 

later learned he was not the terrorist the CIA thought he was.   What are your thoughts about 

this incident? 

 

● If other countries allow for torture during interrogtaions, shoud the U.S.? 

 

● Is torture ever justified? 

 

● In your own view, what are the reasons that John Brennan tried to block the release of The 

Report? 

 

● Is America stronger or weaker because of the measures that were seen being used in the film? 

Does that hold true for holding terror suspects indefinitely without trials? 
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RESOURCES 
 

Reflections from our Members on “The Report”: 

● The Torture Report: Reflections by Colleen Kelly 

● The Torture Report: Reflections by Valerie Lucznikowska 

● The Torture Report: Reflections by Terry Kay Rockefeller 

● The Torture Report: Reflections by Phyllis Rodriguez 

● Adele Welty’s Review of “The Report” 

● The Torture Report: Reflections by Nancy Meyer 

 

Other Resources from Peaceful Tomorrows Relevant to the Content of the Film 

● Timeline of Guantanamo Bay Military Commissions 

○ An updated list of important events concerning Guantanamo treatment and the Military Commissions, 

including the 9-11 hearings that were held and canceled, as well as the upcoming trials. 

● September 11th Families Support the Reinforcement of the Ban on Torture 

○ A statement from Peaceful Tomorrows regarding the use of torture and legislation to fight it.  

● We Know That Torture is Neither Effective nor Legal 

○ A background on some of the work that Peaceful Tomorrows has contributed to peace campaigns and 

activism.  

● On Trying Guantanamo Detainees in the Federal Courts 

○ A statement from Peaceful Tomorrows about having trials for those accused of plotting the September 

11th attacks.  

● PT Members Observe Pre-Trial Hearings In Fort Hamilton/ Brooklyn 

○ An article on Peaceful Tomorrows members attending Guantanamo hearings.  

  

https://peacefultomorrows.org/the-torture-report-reflections-by-colleen-kelly/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/the-torture-report-reflections-by-valerie-lucznikowska/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/reflections-by-terry-kay-rockefeller/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/revisiting-the-loss-of-my-son-and-its-aftermath/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/adele-weltys-review-of-the-report/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/the-torture-report-reflections-by-nancy-meyer/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/history-guantanamo-bay-military-commissions/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/september-11th-families-support-the-reinforcement-of-ban-on-torture/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/members-update-may-2013/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/on-trying-guantanamo-detainees-in-the-federal-courts/
https://peacefultomorrows.org/pt-members-observe-pre-trial-hearings-in-fort-hamilton-brooklyn/
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

 Annette Benning as Diane Feinstein. 

 

 

 Jon Hamm as Denis McDonough. 
 

 Adam Driver as Daniel J. Jones. 


